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21718-1953. 


DEPARTMENT C- THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF ! if 2) I AN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON j\1 I? 3 


4 1923 


. Eon. W. J. Bums, 

Director, Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice. 

Dear Hr . Burns : 


/ 


/ 


' Xu ac.corc.ance v,-:th the arrangement made with your 

s' Office this coming, by a reprosf it' tire of this Bureau, chare 
are enclosed tv.o copies of the papers in the Osage matter in 
{'.which a number of these Indians have, within a', -recent period 
! ! lost their liva under suspicious circumstances which gives 
rise to the view as expressed toy the Attorney General of 0::la- 
. homa in his letter to me, that "their respective deaths are 

the result of a plot, the altim-ie end of which seems reasonably 
c -"*- close at hand; to provide the iuheritcncs of a considerable 
number of estai-.es, vesting such inheritance in one person." 

'As you probably hnov. these Indians are regarded as the richest 
people, - per capita, in the world, and each man, woman, and child, 
' has an income of over ten thous nd dollars per year. 

If you will instruct your operative to confer with 
{ our Superintendent, hr. J. Geor e Virignt, at Paviiuslca, (.:1a.. 


i -;>h- every facility of the ate. 'icy ar: ' assistance will be. ^ac 
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.V'hii disposal. 
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..,,, a natter aff"ct *2 everjW »»!< Wife/ t^t #>’#*»' s4 ?W»1» ' 
•jftet Wtica theflfceaired to'VW-^'JtotMwuia fO e : /ery •.*y..?coj.»^.e 
Kith t?»d. : I A In recoipt'of e' letter .rWlaent.yf -tijS V.-'f 

of Oianeree' »t lKlrfai, duted ihrph 13 -. 19^'r which is fefflwe* . 

herewith, to the rwt-te*.* ! Shore fejttaqhel, lAO|o?ed lt^- 

3/the el^Jd of fcwntiAJr^-hf- *> Wu*: 

Ti Pair fez. 1 . lfl§ also i^oaia^a^oow j^.tha: «solut..^p 
h; the 0.«eej»®l c^ctf- 

' IBB f?r the .fiemaiwe of |:b ~ a, £ ! .- '.?,".;r. t -1 ' 1 

' 4il£»i ibo-it »/e'j»4’.to '^§1 -ereuted V >ei» Wife • . ' 

' . , « *43* . < -r . . "i Ji. i V.aW%*»irit i r ailul hed tfcot cert&Ul 

ey *tcoent in 

jArtiea hw 
occurred .« 

Seen advise* t* «• ■ W.ffiftjg; 
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If ifaie case orjgi 

i Ht, ° 


Okie. City; to v • 



Ll^^S't.'TrajITH and 
fe " OSASSildKiABS , Murder of 
<3\&1* Court) 




Fairfax and 
PaWhuska, Okla. 



; COO spl 

!p 0~' e$~ 0. 

■ ( 0 . 0 . 


, ■ *. 

dit: jair ftofgBw* • _ ^ .; « . ' • " . 

*£ Continuing*, that several private 

Seotivis bad teen working oo the mystery murders from time to 4me 

the AHHIS v4dwK murder io 1 & 1 . the only arrest iV« ^ 

Jadi was that of BHYAS^URKHART *nd that BURKHARt was acquitted at |rj 
liminary hearing after al.. had made hood fox 3U3BaSS.^j 

> . (Hote: At the present time JOES A. GUSTAFSOE, of the GG3TAF30*. 

leotlr. Agency. Tulsa, is registsred at ths SMITE-WILLIAMS Hotel. ^ 


?fa*; (as of Kansas City) and the hotel management states that GGS _ 
'ks’heen liring at the hotel almost continuously for about four weeks; 
W that for the past three months the hotel has been headquarter. f« 3 
^rom one to four prirate detectives, all working on the oases »*• ] 

,ln guestien.) 

' iBBHWB'' states that on the night of March 28, 
an un^ooessful aUempt mas made by some unknown person or persota % 

■ Fairfax, Okie. to blow up the grave fault oo ntai ning thebodyjsf WH»* 
TAKHIR?, a young Osage Indian girl, presumably - with Intent ofj s««r 
ing*diamonds and other valuables suppo sed to , M NOT WWTC 
.have been entombed with the body; 
a.larg® bottle of unusual design, that] — 

had' contained nitroglycerine, was j ra*AWTM£NT or 4UST1C 

found near the vault next morning by a| ! T| 


1 3 Washington; 3 file. 






Frank Y. fright . 


Apr. 5 & .6 , 1923, 


Uf* 



("HENRY GRAMMER told mo they ha to tbe'lright parties lalja { 


'& t.’paiWiTt'now, and every one of them ought to ha hung,"|||| 

ed that tha aubjeot of conversation at the time this reibark w&a 

- . . « - V%. . 

hyV'!)Eh : |^iAH!^y*aB the muxdere that had teen committed around. Fairfax 

Pawhuate and that DEL PLANE, when quoting GRAMMES, had reference to no 
pt*|a«r offense odmniitted by the men /being held by Officer ‘HJLK than thej 
^■jrdare and dynamiting' jcfes under inVeatigatlon.^P^§0HBatate& .toii 
tha^that ha' ha a known HBHHY GRAMMER for years and that GRAMMES la a j. 
Wholesale liquor dealer in Osage County and hears the reputation of Ifei* 
.Jlzig a "fence" and protector of outlaws; that GRAMMER and Chief of Poll^ij 
ar» old-time personal friends and that it would he a mistake to 
1 at tem pt to get PLANE to injure or implicate SHAMMER; in any manner, hut d 
that PLANE would probably otherwise go hie length to convict the gang ^ 
6qw in Jail at Fairfax or pawhuska, vis,, JOEHSOH, et al. Rf :-tri§^|^ t iaT s 
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3 70 


' |#^|H||P stated that he saw and talked with KELSEY | 

(SLIM) MORRISON in the Federal building at Okla. City; that^^^^Ja^^' 

was and lad been attending Federal court since Mar. 5, 1923, but that ■ 

to the hast of hie recollection it waa Saturday, March 10, 1923, whan 

he talke'd to MORRlsOH, but that possibly it was Monday, Mar. 18, 1923. 

^ * ;*■ ■ 
stated that at. the intarview referred to, MORRISOE s tated ' to 
'■ ‘ • 
that he, MORRISON, was living at Okla. City and madenq refer- 



e whatever to his, MORRISON, having been at Fairfax recently, but 


** , 1 \ 4 , y '■'* ' * - * ” J ‘ ' * i 1 , - , ^ ’ ' r " 




Eat an explosion of some irind had oooUrred at ^iiif^t'iPriflajr 


- p ^jght » sStur&ay morning and that he , TMORRISOf , was anxious SWp 

" 2 " awajr fr|* court in order that he might make a trip to Fairfax #ljA»8*s li j 
^4 ^wl 5 .t damage, J.f any, had been done to some property that he, ^RRI3S*,fj r ‘ 
H oi'nfd, and, which ■pas adjacent to the SUITE residence that had teen hloemi^ 
Tj to **£ p fct«aat etated that from the time of the conversation with KGS-u^l 
20 « 2IS0S until now he never attached any importance to Same, for the reaa^.f 
^ that he never knew MORRISOH except hy sight and reputation and from ' Ijjl 
24 .police court record and really b elleved that MORRISOH did, live at <Jkl£|||| 
24 City and never 8 uepioioned that he was or could have been lmplicated.^jila 

20 " •: ’ ‘vji 

2 g in the explosion; hut that now he can see that M0RRI30.H was evidently ; J J| 
10 .trying to make an impression on his , mind at the time 


32 | this oonvereation. 




ul so verified the statements made hy mm 
and offered only one correction or addition, vi*.j'|. 


reference to the $85,000.00 insurance policy carried hy EBHRT *. ..;j r '’| 
ROAH . \ s tated that his recollection was that ’ -uX-. jx| 

SCAB first took the said polioy in favor of hi 8 wife, hut that later .-‘■ip® 
aoiH oould not meet the payments and it was then that MR. HALS advance* '* 
^tha money and the polioy was made payable to HA IE hy ROAH. 
stated further that said polioy was written hy a MR. GREEH, of Oklahoma ’'; 

ciity, and that GRKBir, when at Pawhuska, is often seen talking to HASB'o & 

' ■ *. Jv , .-iX§ $ 

9hHSs*nt m|HHHP‘stated that Attorney A. W. QpMSTOCK, Pawhuska |X 


- * ^ailTH Home and stated to !§8i83S3fiH | that he, COM STOCK, believed he oould 
*5 - produce two • eye-witnesses to one of the murders mentioned in this t 

s iw-J ! 

c ' . 



s frank ,V . If right . 

'« 


Apr. 5 Se 6, 1923. 


« ! Waatl^Etiwi. provided ho, COMSTOCK, was given aisuranoe that tho «ugj 

9 .... ... - 

ibtjifc****' 


r°y 

1 tpw'2'*--;T;.’ iay ? ■ • J'THKjiT*’' 

:ai "Ij ii ".rna rtfljjf jpr f m 1 ■ » of any kind and that eOMSTOCK had. aerer teenjBhwr*: 


would to granted immunity. | 


sta,te$; 


13 jf&V& v - •&>+■■ A'-v 

14 to tho , fflae. 


Ai-t Tfelekc 


'Bib 



stated that Attorney A. W. OOMSTOCK was | 

, - . .. • ' „* „ 

161 ‘.orally known a e a a rooked lawyor in Rawhuska and waa employed aB eoaa-J 

19 .. .. . . >• - ' ti-i'i'*'- 

2 o' ’ eol ty tho guardian or administrator’ of ANNIE BBOVH and that COliS TOCX*J 
2i' . : - i : : : <- 

22 j offioo has always toon headquarters at Bawhuaka for private do too tiro 

24 l GUSTAESON and other private detectives that have worked in Osage Cot 
26i 'ty, more or less, for the past two years and that he , ha® 

28' * faith or confidence in the integrity of COMSTOCK and 18 ino lined to thill 

2%-r ‘ : * • ■ • 


3 ^ •’Relief that COMSTOCK would conceal , rather than divulge, the whole tra^ 
Referring to pa^e seven of my report dated Apr. 5, 1923, and to 5 . 


' 


i stated 


34' BRTAN BURKHART. who married BOSE LASL3T. 

351 

36j that ROSE HASLET was divorced from JOHN HASLET at San Antonio, Tex., 

thinks. 1Sflpf ia|iLfol£ w ah not acquainted with the apparent fact 
4 Of that the woman had teen married to BURKHART and the marriage set aside 

uj ;i. ■■ 

4 2| ty state court. - •. 

49 ' J ■ . j*, 

4« Referring to page Beven of my report dated Apr. 5, 1923 and to 

4 3 KEYSET MORRISON: 9 tatea that the daughter of 

4a BILL FLETCHER referred to in that paragraph was and it enrolled as 
5a . CATHERINE 'COLE. verified the oorreotneas of my .• 

5 a repo rtfdated Apr.” 5, 1523 Jy the records, with following corrections ? %;i 
5 * and following additional information; 

5 o» paga four make following oorreotione; 

’•i*. 

59|flp 

50f‘ — ~7~T t ; : — 

,7 » •'*• «• f 


^*•(1) She’ name "KIIE" Is properly spelled "KTL8": 






lit 


> t 


Calvin 8. faakler • 


July l'.-TO, Xt£3. 


S. -5OTK advised that as to the /LUCUA .BP.OV/II case, he bsllgjjejjj? f i 

Sb watf ' murdered by 5053/6 SAGS . and possibly one , T I.’3 r i 

**pH$S%^afcaa& o# ROSS OSAGE; that the reason of this oj>iriio8.ti - ' **| 

-itiKfoilows: 4 >, 

\ * . ! “ * ” ' ^hc .$ 1 ^. , 

\thJi -/That ASHA BROWS was found dead in Three Milo Creek and was sujipoal 

\to -have keen dead about seven or ei^ht days prior to her body teing >1 

►|ppund. That it ia true that BRYAH nUftEHART was the last man whom^t' ,1 

Oan-be definitely proven was with her, and that BOB CARTER, a taxicab | 

driver, drove her in the morning prior to her disappearance to Erfey-'^I 

’horse to visit her sister, and BRYAj BURKHART drove her back to .Fairfax 

‘:y> MR. TITLE states that after the body . of AUHA BROWH was found he rtf 

T 

called, the faot that he and 3. E. JOEKSOII, an attorney at Fairfax, j 
wefe returning from Tulsa one evening and saw ROSE OSAGE and JIMMIE \ -J 

y rwirer HICES in an automobile; that this was FAEEIE SASSAGE'S oar; that; 

— 

he, TULK, got out of • the car which they were driving and saw who were 

i^iythe other machine ; that he ordered them to drive on and put this ' ’I 

maohine up;‘that this machine was standing very near the place where '-j 

•»*' ■ . " .r ' ; V., 

ANHA BBOWE'S body was later found; that ROSE OSAGE and JIMMIE HICES, ,;>y 

did drive away from this place, but did not come in to the garage until 

early the next morning when they- drove into Surgin' s Motor Co. garage : 

at Fairfax.- X That at the time of first observing this oar he of v 

ooursefgaid no attention to same, but later, after the body of AJJE&. * 

BR01VN fas found, he remembered this instance and checked up on same and* 

• ¥ ■- j < ^ . "st.* . .«rj 

asoertfcindd that this was the same night that JLlJBA BROVIN was said v .tO'’ * J 

*• .i- 1 .'-' ,* ■■ ' • -- J 

jjiaye disappeared. j 

&w4 That ah examination of this oar showed blood was on the oar, and I 



0 




Calvin ^J^akley. July l-' - -'0 , 1££3. '.'■•■ -?.,.=y. 

fought that AH HA BROWS mas killed in the car by ROSE OSAG: 
jyj||p toj^ Oorried to the place where it was found. , Chat BOSS "5^ 
ASHA 3 both on account of. her husband, JliSiiS KJ<;j 


aBW'«n, 2 ,*OCOuni! oi her rather. 



■one usd.ii.s 


gir X f a itfcthox 

jVitih AifHA BROWS, and AS’ 1 A BROWS was about to s<^arat| |Mg| 


Tnn+.hftt*. 



That ROSE OSA&B and JIMMIE HICKS endeavored to explain the kUoV. 
'on' the oar by claiming to have out their ; hands oh some glass, ;«y ^ 

?*•' MR. TTJLK alec states that BRIC-rT RODDY, who conducts a store at r- 
| Fairfax, had told him that a few days before ASHA HROWN'S disappearance 
BROWS , ROSE 'USAGE and ROSE OSuGE'S mother had had troulle in hi^. 
■Store on aooount of AllliA BROWS assooiating with ROSE 0 SAGS’ 3 father^§ 
jhat if mr. RODDY is interviewed, he may be able to shed some additional. 

‘/jr- ' •- ' ' '•■' ■'* ’ 

! 'light on the matter. 

'j*. ^ He also advised, that BOB BARKER, City liar aha* , a: 
fj^MThatR , inspected this ’car and found the blood on same 
1 ns -f darah Is information on this matter 


* 


rsA A 4* V a V 


That BOB RAfflEi j | 
That he furnished thia'^*,., 

•**" ' '•'S0P 

'information to v ill, WOODWARD, of the Indian Agency, and they installed^,; 

. ! 

' a diotagraph in a room and brought ROSE OSAGE and JIMMIE KIOXS in the j | 

room and questioned them and later left them in the room together, • 

^tj^i.nking possibly they .would talk, tut that they secured no information^ 

by thA use of the diotagraph, as it seemed that these parties did not 
jT . ” . . vjjrxJftgA 

talk Lbout the case, but merely fussed about he, TUI£, having, hsd£ 'V 

.•A F • V ■'«- 

i.them 


As to the '":’KRY ROAN case, HR. TUBE states that he fimlf’-H^i^ 
guilty of the murder of KERRY ROAM, citing his /i>As$ 

. 


4-.V, q ♦. -6 av tjttmptj 


ML 




as follows: ’***.-> VJv j 

8 j . h * ' m ‘ fii < 

8 i IjBit ROY BOTCH had for soma time bean infatuated with HR .HY, J 

and would steal KERRY ROAM'S wife away irow ell - <d jpSJl , 
fr0 * "°“ r f ° r ®* T ® rsl iay® at a ■time; that HEBE? RCal'*** j 

15 uWffcund'''lead in hie oar up a draw outside of Fairfax; that the wail 
16 1% •/ . * 

17.jJ6w.en In the oar evidently several oays, because same was frozen at thal 

19 jjiline .found. 'V That ROijS was shot in the baok of the hdad. c 

20 ^S?., - " ' -J 

21 iSw ' Itet-he, TU1K, firmly believed that ROAK ' S wife was also eog^zan® 

28 of this orime , and partly responsible. ■ »" ,~$!1 

24 \ . . 

25 <;w; That ROAN'S widow was about the, middle of March married to BCT 5 

* .: ■§ 

27 BOTCH, ROAN having been married in February. MB. TWLK also advised -a*! 

28 - , ' . •> 4 
29' confidentially that he had secured information that after the disco vein 

30 - ... 

H ' of the body of KERRY RCAN , that ROx BUHCH by telephone talked with •' 

3 3 pjfRURY ROAN'S wife and advised her that if anyone inquired from her aa ■ -d 
35 to where he, BUHCH, was the night that ROAN die appeared; that she- B 

3 « /*,* - 1 - , *jj 

3| ^|hguid inform then that he, BUHCH, was at her home. . r* . - 

3SK.M: MR. TUtiK gave D1Q the name Of this ■fc'hmnjyVi uiVinm hft 4 H 


'| anxorm men ma* as , hufiiun, was at ner florae. • 

18 MR. HIIiK gave me the name of t his through whom he b&> ' 

jf h>-4' ' .*• ‘ . • •*.*'%# 

jiured this information, but requested that I not mention this man's'- 
*2 •’ ‘ \ »*,%:• 
*3 name until I had first talked with him and secured his permission, as’ J 

*« ... . . ■■■■? 

J5 he , TURK, had received ‘this information confidentially. He also advi se l 
J 7 that DR. RHENfIS, who lives across the street from KERRY ROAM ,” may ITS i ; 

50 • rtle to give some information. That j. E. RHODES , found BEERY HOAH in - j 

5 1 his car. but does not know whether RHODES can give any informati<&^|5 > 

52 • j’ - ^ - 

’3 .-He furbished me uith the names of several parties to be eedn at ( 1 ; 

54 'h - v . - f 1 

5$ <|gfax,- dVla. , who he states he thought oould maybe furnish info ■ ’ 
57^'iiiat would be of benefit. I < 


y- '■it * 






sar . al^fSur s'i r -shooters , and otic shotgun, also found a 

; foMi«?”and some large white hanfckerohiefs , wlioh looted ae 

acM,* t9X ® &8k ®‘ ;iiat th95 ’ aeo9rtsiined fr0B 3r & jjw 

Crasher ae, that these men were trying to sell Us libiajcay. jM 
t2ey understand that these men had asked ClIlTTOB BIG&ABST^to 
SsrASe Indian coker game would ho that night. That GEES JOHWMI^ 
one that made inquiry endeaworing tp locate ERKEST BJRKHA3T-J 
9St JOflHMI explained his reason for inquiring for VBXSUS #«$ 

I^KEiHT owed him some money. That at the time these men aero arrer 
;4iy were in a Paige touring oar, H 22 model, engine Ho. 13 5 
Ifoory HO. 1,3.5 2 6 2; that this arrest of these parties was made on; 

^ot’ : g4, 1923. ’ * W? 

'£*; ' yhile MB. JTJLK would not state definitely that he thought these • 
pities were implicated in the explosion., yet I was led to heileve tha 
^ prohahly thought these parties had some connection with seme, and',- 
j j^V tKia would he a gaod matter to keep in mind. . . * JtySjl 


ie to the death of LlZZI^/g* , the mother of AHHA >M. £*M 
iS, the death of I'.iHHIB ’3. TUTS Believes that 'loth of tt 

4athe were from natural causes. As to CHARLIE wjfaOBM . * M*. 

■ ■ ■ * '-• ..p 

% £ has no information. , 


Inre&tightii'n continued. 



J*8W 





frank T. Wright. 


1923. 



'ujfleme'rt this vague letter with store infinite 
^.t , shall tecoma available.” „>‘£ ' 

written on the stit 


lirotflS, li23, the following letter, 
*S|.,the ciiMi8.tr of Commerce, Fair fa: 
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Okra . , and bearing the Bignatur* 

/of"‘i.'s‘. ’’ HEPSIE and twenty-nine othe r business and prof esslonaJ 
'CaeJaddressea to SOU. J. GEORGS WRIGHT . Superintendent of the Osag* 

urAgendy', pawhuska, Okla. : , r ' : '‘f'< 

n^.V.y- ■ ■ f ' 

-JDear Sir : - . > .■/ 

Cur special attention is hereby called to the nunber of deaths aaongj 
members of the Csage Tribe of Indians residing in the .own a nd vleiatjj 
,^of Fairfax occur ing during the past two years under conditions end oil 


i/JtimStanoes suggesting wilful murder. 

citizens of our Sown have b score alarmed by the explosion effeotejj 
^'fn -theVhpuae of >i'. E. and Hetta Smith in the heart of the residence 
.section of our Town on ttfe night of iiaroh 9th, in which Rettn/smith 
'and her servant, Iletti^/srookshire vere killed, and W. E. .Smith was 
isjsriously injured. ' - r?* 

‘^'occurs tb tts that the resources of the" Department of the Interior" 
/and of the Department of justice ought to be available for the purpose! 
> 0 f suppressing this continuous murder- of the Osages, and of ferreting .1 
''tot the facta of these atrocious homicides. Vtlil 


vigorous Investigation from these Departments of Government might bjllj&jl 
: "#eal the motive that is prompting these destructions of life and prp- u.:/ 
*pe r ty , and a meauu whereby the future operations of these de spe rat*/;.; 2jBi 
Characters might be thwarted. • 


ka-ther destruction of lifed 


/'the criminals to justice, ana to forestall 
and property in our community.” 

y ’ On March 20, 1523, the following resolution Number Twenty-Two by • 

Tribal Council and copies thereof forwarded to the Honorable 


the Qsage 

Secretary of the Interior: 


"Hesolition lio. ?.£ 




WHEREAS', several members of the Osage Tribe have been murdered during 

the last few morths, and many other crimes committed against 

of the tribe, and, ... ~ ■ , 


,,J . * ,1, *" £’?, 'lit > S f , 


r h : - 


J&raak V. Wright. 


2-4 , 1125. 


fnitsBS£& the' Osage Tribal Council u earns it essential for the prj*i&$rp» 
tion iW the live* end property of members of the trite that pyo%| 
■e^ttOda aotion he taken to o apt lire arid punish the o r imlnal s , • . J? 

H'OTV, TWSHEK^E? RE IT RESOLVED. that a reward of Five ^ouS(Us4®S.0d&^ 
Dollars -*be -offered for information .eading to the arrest, and donvldtTo 
_tha party or r-urties guilty of the murder of any member of the 0as 
Tribe ; and,/ , 
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fHEKEA? 

jnstic 


"$9*no Casa have the criminals been apprehended and irp.oght 
and,' il" * 


20p^KR' I? FURTHER RESOLVED, that a proper amount of money be approxpriatfc 


ita'oover -the expense of apprehending the, parties guilty of primes d feffi a 
■ gainst members of the Osage Tribe, and, 

• .>-• '■ Jwj* 

*B3 IT FURTHER S3 'SOLVED, that the Honorable secretary of the Interior bj( 
^requested to obtain the services of the Department of Justice id" oap-§3 
j-turing and proseouting the murderers of members of the Osage Tribe,’' an 


7 turing 

IT , FURTHER RS 


„ „ LV3D. that the Honorable Secretary of the InterlS^Jjjj 

f'^duthorisad to aeV for an appropriation from. Congress of Osage , triba,i;;fj ' 
^ijfnpds to cover the provisions of this' resolbblon.X lli 

ipne by the Osage Tribal Council duly assembled at Rawhuska, Oklahoma, 
this day of March, 1123." .. ' ' 

S'- On March 20 , 1123 , the following letter as was addressed tovthe i; 
l^.onmlesioner of Indian Affairs', Washington, - D. C.gby Superintendent- ;?|„j 
■;J,; GEO. W3IOHS, of the Osage Indian agency, Pnwhuska, Okla.: « ’* 

. Sir s • -- - 

■'j have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter under dated 
.’Vlfarch 16th, 1923, inclosing a oopy of a letter-from Se'orge F. ShortyMP 
‘ Attorney Seneral for Oklahoma, in reference to the deaths of certain 1 
t- Qsage Indians within the past few months. You ask that my opinion iB $ 

’’ i,'ith referenoa to the casesreferred to ana wnut aotion should be ta- 
ken to cooperate with the state authorities in making a thorough invea 
litigation to determine the cause ox the deaths mentioned. 


W- 


In resly 
/tigatlon 

iNfhitehorn. - _ „„ ... 

■ the Qeage Iflbal Council and they adopted a resolution asking Jha t ja 
||kewa& , <Cpf $25t>0 be offered in each oasa for the arreBt and conviction 
sit the murderers. In addition to the aotion of the Council, the . jro V 
57 g^b$te Court authorized the administrators of the estates of theubfivo 
named deceased to employ deteotiva: , who worked on the oases for'-tev- 
l^eral months but fai led to sec ure s ufficient evidence tn ' 


7 Y ( ' ' ” ■ M| 


'Frank Y. Wright. 


<k§ 


= , 15-23. 
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jvfoue murder of an Osage was in the e.*rly part «' 
the victim. Ihese crimes were followc.a by 
%p of tH4 86ilthT..use early on the morning of March 10th, at 4hi J 
Rita Smith , an Oehge Indian, and her husband and servant were Wi 

• An inguest was held in the city of Fairfax on March 10th, at .»M3»h\jp 
■ representative of this office was present , and the matter was hrpapjt" |hm£] 
the attention of the Iribal Council which met on March 12th 
.-the assistance of this office a special administrator was appointed at”'® 
once for the estate of Rita Smith,, deceased, and arrangements .taade for 
*^plbying detectives to obtain testimony leading to the arrest of the * 
jjuilty parties. I am advised that a detective ha3 also been employe d^ 
-hy’M^f city of Pu“huska for the same purpose. A oommittae of the -ad*-, 
tisenB of Fairfax, which was the residence of said Rita Smith, visited- 
me shortly after tne crime for the purpose of ascertaining if th* Gov- 
ernment would assist in the detection and prosecution of the criminal#^ 

; 'tl advised the committee to take’ the matter up with their fellow towns- 
. nsen, as the crime was a matter affecting everybody residing in that h 
.dig.tr lot, and ascertain what action they desired to take and that I 
’would in every way cooperate with them. I am in receipt of a letter : 
from the President of the Chamber of Commerce at Fairfax, dated U&roh 
18, 1823, copy of which is inclosed herewith; relative to the matter. 
\*Chere is attachsu to the inclosed letter the- signatures of twenty-nine 
of the leading business men of the town of Fairfax. I am also inolosii' 
,-a-eopy of the resolution this day passed by the "Osage tribal Council.'^, 
’asking that rewards he offered and also asking for the assistance of 
'the Department of Justice. 

P^Ss crimes above referred to lave created a great deal of excitement 
> in this county* aid I have been recently advised that certain parties ;aj| 
have been continuously working on the Annie Brown murder which occurred!*; 
nearly two years ago. It 'appears from information furnished me 'that). ft 
■Jlill Smith, one of the persons killed -in the-._explosion ;:arch 10th, was? 
'active in obtaining evidence in the Annie BrOwfe case. I have also keen' 
advised within the last few days that two 'eye-witnesses to the Annie -,vf 
■Brown murder have been "discovered who are ready to give their testimony 
-df assured the protection of the Government. ‘ h 

She popular opinion in Fairfax and pawhuska is that one person is di- ,-J 
rectly responsible for the various murders, and rather a strong chain 
of circumstantial evidence has already been woven. 


I am of -the opinion that the suggestions made in the eouncil Resolution 1 
inclosed herewith should be followed, and I believe it especially jsd-" , A* 
ylaablJ* -that a- good detective from -he Department of Justice be aVopee. 
•&S igrieU to this case and when the time comes for trial that a sjvecial 


c”ivprC 3 ecdtor from the. Department of justice be delegated to assist the 
«»? ’county Attorney of Osage county in the prosecution of the oase. 





~ ^ V 1 ity i « * . f A# 4 S\ . ^ , f R 




frank T. Wright . 


Apr. 2-4- , ms. 


o j do ' n^know what setps hare 'been taken by the State offiolal*. hut 1 , 

9 a updersWnd^that Attorney General Short ie very much exeroiBed ore | the . ' 
'-0 ,iStter«nd' hae promised to lend all assistance possible from hie f tf iof, <" 
pel know whether it would be better for the Department of fsatiaa .t 

12 ‘to work 'with the State and County officials, or whether the Departajfn# 5 J 

13 Would prefer to aot Independently. I am confident, however. that ■ 

:< . Gokernment.shoti.ld take an ac tire part in the apprehension and prosepu-^ 

15 ' tion of the' parties guilty of these crimes." f rp^ '-A* .* 

V * On April 2, 1923. Agent was assigned this investigation by Agent jp %- 

19 ^ln Charge find lay with instructions to conform strictly to the ‘inatruafe M 

21 vtions embodied in Director Burns? letter referred to. This report _ 

23 ooyers findings of Agent for the first forty-eight hours of time spahfc’Ml 

25 at Fawhuska and Fairfax, Okla. In some instances, dates will be sap- fija 

2 ^ ■ plied later and possibly other oorreotions made. -“W 

2h hli 2 J 

29 3upt. J. SEC , WRIGHT was conferred with at the Osage Agency. He-# |g 

31 As keep ly interested in rendering every assistance posaible to the law| -$ 

33 abiding citlsenship of Osage County and supplemented his letter, quoted! 2 $ 
J4 i : 

35 .in. this report, with other information that will prove very henefiolalj > 

36 v- . - Vi: 

3Jj ^^h^the future and further development of this case. Sf.pt. WRIGHT ar-.ft^; 

lip Ranged a further, oonferenoe for this Agent with Tribal Attorney A. *i j 




*1 ,1. WOODWARD. - 7- if bS 

42 ;; -j3 

43 V:. jjR. WOODWARD stated that the Agency had no reports, official or •b’t 

44 s - 

45 otherwise, that ohronlcled incidents surrounding the recent myiteriopa 

46 >, ' --■■■'"' • ; 

47 deaths and murders of several tribal 08age Indians, but for about two t 

48 

49 hours ha gave Agent the benefit of his memory and related much that is 

50 

51 ’ contained in Akai, this report, or at least furnished suggestive ideas 

53 , and information that have assisted materially -thuB fir in expediTjpjg ;/! j-,, 

54 ^r'thia (jireatigation. ' • j 

56 •*; ~ f ; • - - 4 

57 * At Fairfax, Okla. , April 3d and 4th . . . j 

M- ii £ ] 

r s * ^ *\ fi > ' „ n *x-* ri ‘ , 't ' 5 

- ' * f* * i aJK"" 
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i Frank T. Wright. 
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sim 

;l. LIZZ 


r #TO. owing 
t b waring ; 


names will be mentioned in this report, andha 


• 2 ;l. LIZZK H. — Sed Cased Osage Indian and widowed mother *( A9KIE 1$0W8 
13 1 31 ?j KILE SUITE. MISHIE KILB SMITH and MCLLIE KILl BURK- 

l« HART, died a natural death in 1921. The daughter! 1: nd®l' 

I5’#r being her benefioiariee. , .ifcf 

;* 8. ASilB BHOWH. —Murdered, May, 1921. Her body found in. a rawi.no With! 

IB . a bullet hole through hen^head and a bottle of whisks] 

iVLJyv laying near her. Bbyaiwrtt rkwah 'p was arreateda* aa%*j 

20 ~-Wf " ' v plaoed In jail at Pawhuska, Okla. charged with thli ' 'j 

21 -'.’V- Murder. HIHHAIl, et al», furnished bond for BUBE-sf** 

2p - v. HAST and he was acquitted. - ' fr'Jp 

24 3. CHAS. WHITEHORH. — Murdarad and body found near Pawhueka about tw®' v | 

25 *. v years ago. Bo evidence at this time to oOUple wlj 

j death with the suspeoted motive oaushing the ‘ ,4' 

27 '/.’V-' • other murders. . I v «• '"£ 


25 ; '%VnklHBIE v 4lIS. — tied of "((nick" consumption 

30 ‘ p- * Bo investigation made of he: 

31 £i ■ to informants. 


on about the first of 1928. 
her death, so far as known < 


33 5* HEMRY HOAB»--B e lated to Lizzie Q. and who carried $25,000.00 life 

3« . insurance made payable to IK. HALE, wae murdered by un-y 

35 4 :'. . known persons about Jan. 15, 1923, and his body found,"! 

3d 4-i a. vf four miles northwest of Fairfax with a bullet hole f 
. 'S' through the head. ' - . *| 

39 Sjafi'HITI KILE SMITH. — Killed in explosion then her home was blown to . f$jl 
Uf- " ’■ atoms at Fairfax on March 10, 1923, at about 3 A**' 

tl Ti-'I 

42 -fi BETTIS BROOKSHIRE. — Shite domestic -in home, of HITI KILE 

43 1*!* " . killed in explosion. Ho relation. 

44 : V ‘ • ,;.>t 

45 8. t. S. SMITH.-- 'Husband of RITI KILE SMITH, died a few days after the 

46 I explosion from effects of injuries received. 

47 . . 1 

48 ,9. .MOLLIS KILE BURKHART. —Only surviving daughter of MOSSES' "Q", re- 

49 "j \ sides now at Pawhuska with her husband, SR- . . 

50 * : Y" ‘ BEST BURKHART, a nephew of HI. HATS. „ i 

91 , i && 

52 a! confident f&l Informant that will be known as 

5 3 ' ^ . * ... 

54 this report send until euoh time as beoomes necessary to disclose tho 

55 k>.i, f:*'- 

56 7: name, but who ie substantial, stated that several years ago 

57 ■ • . v - . ''I 

53 "SMITH married MINNIE KILE and was living with her at the time of "fc*r 


A; Confident fal informant that will be known as 


Kama,* but who is substantial, stated that several years ago 
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death. 


t&t. 


was alleged to have resulted from "tuiok o o nsump t ip^a*, ._ 
r the death of MIHHI3 the eaid SMITH married MIHHEB'3 fi| 

Bill, wa* killed with him, V. E. SMITH, in the exploelon. 

hot^aocurate aa to dates and same will hare to he supplied : 
oordx at tke 'Osage Agenoy and elsewhere. Informant stated 'fwl§*£ tbai 

« ■ . «v?.v>~9*»*4| 

the following named persons were under suspioion by oitiiena of pairfsiil 
• i . , -T ... ‘ ! ’ . - - t 4-rM’ 

HA IB. — la a prominent white farmer and stookman of considerate 
*, means and looal politloal influence, and ia suspected off 


T^U 


being the brains of the organisation. 



21 BEHEST jBUBKHART. — I s a white man and a nephew of HA IB and the hus- 
band of MOLLIS KILE BURKHART, the only surviving 
y ~i; daughter of LIZZIE ”Q", and resides at the present] 

time at Pawhus ka , haring mored from Fairfax sinoe the explosion. Br- 
, naab.Surkhart is absolutely controlled by HALE, according to informa- 
‘f*. tfohraoeived by Agent from informant Humber Two and also from " # 

Humber .Three. -• , .... f 

■ ' ... ___ - ■: 

5. BRYAH BUHKHART. — Is a brother of ERHBST, and married an Osage girl, 

V HOSE LASQ5Y. The marriage was recently annulled 

‘W *7 the Osage dletriot court on the ground that 

.was not eligible to marry, haring been but reoently granted a difores 
from her first husband. Sufficient time has .not yet elapsed under thi 

K tate law to make her marriage with BRYAH BURKHART lega. .^c.4 ; "' 

i-fii •. / ..... J 

gig '-- — - BURKHART. — Is also a brother si, ERHBST and is reputed as b$- 
. TV ‘ ing an ex-oonviotand all-around, no-good dhariw-2^1 

.. tar. Bearing about the same general reputation’ 

do his two brothers, ERHB3T and BRYAH. „ . 

• 3™ . y 

5. KELSEY V M0RRI30H, Is a boon oompdnionofthe BURKHART brother* 

; alike SLIHiMORRISOH.-- and inforinant^HBHBHB^states that he ia 
' , also under control of HALE; that M0RRIS01 

'.AT came to Fairfax from parts to informant ua-; 
inowa,- and has been a whiskey peddler, eto., sinoe; that M0RRI30H mar' 

fried 'BILL FLETCHER'S daughter and was later divorced from her; 

shortly aiter being divorced from FLETCHER'S daughter, M0RRI30H married 
a whitje wonan, TJLLIE FOSTER, who was the widow of BILL SfBPSOH, a "S', 
full-blood Osage". BILLjt^TSPSOH was found dead in bed about SeaeA*r!|i 
16,, 1922. His death was attributed to oom whiskey, but no inves^iga-r 
.tlon Was made, so far as informant knows. .. 

fctSi, Informant stated further that XELSEY MORRISOH was at Fairfax pa '. 

'■ 'the night of the explosion, Saturday, March 10th, at 2 A. U>; that v 
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5 jrank ▼. Wright. 
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Apr. 8-4,. IS 85. 


ItOBB ft Fairfax In an automobile after midnight and 

l C f J^idanoa oan be had to prove that he left after 2 A» 

; 5 > '- 

iiahoma clt;^,whers he attended federal oonrt on the same date 

io ; 1922. (Bote . The dietanoe from Bair fax to Oklahoma City 

Jiid by speedometer as being 124 milee to the Kingkade Hotel. 

itp'hraTgood and five hours is a very reasonable allowance for 
19 ■ V>'1V . 

drive . ) Inf o rmant^Hmm^ stated that MORRISOW 

probably the easiest point of attack to gat at facts; that hi 
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probably talk, and that he was also the Only man mentioned so 
tl» suspeots who would divulge anything, regardless of pressure 

. J ... ' \ 

ear. 


MORRIS or M0IRE8: — Is a oowboy in the employ .of HALS, and 
' . ? , • X f ' timate with the other men namedt Informant 


| stated that prior to the explosion, W. B. SMITH 


■jiued HA IB for $6,000.00 and that HA3B denied- the obligation which 
{aged in the suit to have been a oash loan without seourity; that 
Iptnoe the ddath of SMITH the cowboy has told; one or more persohS 
he, the oowboy, saw HA IB pay SMITH three thousand dollars at 
in currency from his, BABB'S, pocket; info 









9 pRIIiySMTE and other OSAGE INDIANS, Pawhuska, 

10, V„ iMuMer of (State Court) Okla. r .. 

i&- 1 . - so i> & ; 4 # 

:■■ - *>;■ ■ (0. c. 

15, _ v Continuing investigation, while Agent at this .time -is 'of'jrut _A.i| 

16 ' ■+ ' 'j ’. • , . < V 

19 (Parent opinion regarding the master mind and perpetrators of the ear 
18 

19 rfttf murders in Osage County than that stated in report of Apr. 9, 1983 

20 W&'S ; » f , -t,, 

21 special effort of Agent during the past three days has he ah tojfcgg, 


Conspire 




y [ ' “ 'V'SII 

23 tabliah the faot that KELSEY uiORRI SON was in Fairfax the early *0* 


23 " tabliah the faot that KELSEY'taffiRI SON was in Fairfax the early morning 

24 ■ '3& 

25 -of March 10th and that he drove the oar and transported the gjyoerlnafl 

26 <j,.„ , y . ''■■■I 

27 and possibly the man who used it, if not himself, from some paint to 

28 .- ■•S'.i 

29 "’Mir fax, 11 and then sought to establish an alibi in oourt at Okla. City 

31 124 mile 8 distant, at 9 A. 11. the same day. s 

3 3 ,t‘. According to MORRISON'S own statement riraadTJ^^^SB-ana-pag* 

35 '^^^a«f i 'thiB report) he had Just arrived at Fairfax In a oar from Olda 

36 ’iSyi - ■Sj 

3| ^^Lty. between 11 and IS P. M. Friday, Mar. 9th; MORRI 30N , a c cording „*f 

39. has been exhibiting large rolls hC 


*i "curranoy for the past few months and squandering large sums. Ha if '% 

43 'generally suspected of blswisg scp tkm SlftXS murdering HEIffiY^liOAH, bdti 

*5 ig not generally suspected of blowing up the SMITH home. To this Agent 
(6 V\ 

47 it appears that he is guilty of direct connection with th*r latter ] 


«8j, f 

49 r • or ima , and that the entering wedge to 

50 ■ --I* • < 

511 finally arriving at the other guilty 

521 ’ .1, ■ T 


! 61 - JoGZ-C ^ * 


*31 4 par8ottiPf „the several other murdera, 


largely upon getting auffi- 


Wiienoe against MOHHISOJf to 


u mM 

pte 


3 Washington; 3 file. 



O' 


$LL ; 


Apr. 


1C,' 11 & 14, £3 



peitl, 
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Jtt$tifJ'taking hold of him first. ; As stated in a previous repo* 
itHi®Seves MORRISON is "yellow" and that he is the only one 
.gang that will ever show weakness. Agent is of the opinion thgj 
.evidence of 



s sufficient to establish MD3RI- sift, 
presence at Fairfax at the right time, the morning of Mar. 50^*1 & 


yt9£3., MORRISON'S statement made to] 


I (in my report of Ajar. 


.-•&~+i$23) indicates that on Mar. 10, 19B3, he; MORRISON, was leaving the] 
impression at Okla. City with m||[|[|Hithat he had not hew at Fa) 
j-fax for some time. Agent is told (hearsay at this time, only) that 

•■fsPI 


man Who works at the light plant or pump station at Perry, Okla. bsw 
‘ car answering the description of MORRISON'S sport model Studehaiker, , ' 
pass that plaoe at a high rate of speed after 4 A. M. Mar. 10, 1983. 


JJndeveloped leads at Fairfax indicate that two cars were usdd around df a 

c ' 5f.‘ ■ tj v 

Fairfax the night of the explosion and that ERNEST X BERKHART was seen hjt ' 


JlJ^ljyp.inen (one of them HOBART ELIIOTT) the other a man staying with Sir-; 

town 


iiQTT, driving a. car coming into twocx from a southeast direction' just-K] 
after the explosion, and that a few minutes later 3SRKHART was at the^ 
'Scene of the explosion, wearing a night shirt. 3ERKHART liveB due j|| 
south end on the same street on whioh the SMITH home was located, and 1^4 


the direction from whioh he was seen driving off a country road. Agent] 


hAs not attempted to develop, thiB and one or two other leads, for the ' M 


reason! that it appears test to oonfine to MORRISON for the^time being. ,tf* 

1 "/ l* Kt i 

stated tliat be attended W. E^SMITH. deceaee^l 


Rafter $he explosion and until SMITti died, whioh was I P. H. Mar. 14, 

I 7 ' 1983. That before hie death and after the explosion, SMITH talked’ io : 

53V.:' " ' - 


5, j px-Deputy Sheriff JEFF HUTCHINSON? att^JMy D. E. JOHNSON, HENRY WARE, 








Frank V. Wright. 


Apr-. 10, 11 k 14, 19Z 


4 * 3 "! 


5 arid 1J0BHIS0H '3 brother-in-law. 


' 'v*;v yt : > 

BOWSLL, 


ir* . i 

2* .. than ua 

3 fStaK=^; 




a + aA +\io + -iT^^-OTCnTaf 


and *l> nounoed that they had Just driven from Okia. ClffdaftE. 


4 1 '4«g6t -oiifet ha wrong road and drove either into or near the town of Still 

■+.* ■ ■ J‘- cl bw 


6 'water, whioh is off the direct auto line of travel; that IfCBBISOJf went 

7 i-' * jutii't- 

t ’ tg the ioe box or refrigerator, in the eafe, and raised the lid, at th 


Arne time inquiring of the proprietor FISC EBB. whether or not. be hady.hii 


2, o6l4 Ailk. 


stated further that he knows H0HRI30K well and ; 


t : sgp 

4 also knows POWELL; that POWELL was employed at the Stud shaker sales m 


6 garage at Fairfax, and that when the men entered the oai 


ol 'Vhat W noticed the oar standing in front of the oafs .as he left the' 


2 . holding and noticed that it had the curtains up but paid no further 

3 % -.K- ; - '■ 31 

4 ;^partioular attention to it and oould see no other person in the ear«,Ai*gi 


Stated further ^that M0H3I30B has exhibited large sums of caali| 


'several months past and that he has held stakes in one instance 


|iiiieh MOBHISOB played the best two. out of three games fax of pool far -IJj 


42j _}E60.00 and lost, f urn 16 he d Agent with other leads that 

44 j ‘will he followed, f, > . •, 1 ;v. a".‘ .(T m 

<5 i -i • ■ . ' ‘“_f ‘ ^ /. ' ^ 4« 

46 1 ^ attorney B. B. JOiiNSOE, attox'/iS./ for- W. E* SMIfE and wi tv, 

« 7 i 

48.1 ceased, stated that about 6:30 P. M. Mar. 11, 1983 J. E. WAHL, LICE „ 

« 9 ; ?■>/-' 

50] CBA8LALL, LB. J. 0. SHOUfl , LB. L. A. SHOUH and himself went to the , . 

52 'JeirfeJc^ospVfcal'where W. E. SMITH had been removed after the explosion - 
53}|fe.. • | ' • > ' £ 

54 j .that .'Ipty fwtod fflflSH conscious and able to talk, and that SMIPH dsked 

Iff^ptoWt tie wife (riot having teen advised of her death j and . J’ 
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5.8 w"* to the damage done his house and also related how, with the returh of 

« l : 

I <*o" ~ JJ ....... ~ ; “ ■ . .v-aar 


%< ?& Z-'rfly ' 










so 1*4 apparently Hen drinking; tbat IfijaRI 

6ome in froB1 CMi City" MA.V4 t&ei %h» 
0 ar t aln) Stillwater, 


0.at drorli’iato or near 4 0t Stillwat#; 

direct avto route between. Oklahoma city and. Fairfax. 
Stated that MDHHIHOB'S brother-in-law, ,K>WBLL, a young 

worked at the Studebaker agency la Fairfax 

.-a.-S- ' r:! ■; " . ,/ 1 

' imt 9 : knd from the general tali: 


*itb ItOERI SOB on the auto trip from 

% .%• : :S'M . 

' r il8CUS8ing. 

related verbatim 

occurrence and conversation as stated by BHMBBB' 
is* apparently afraid to mention a name above a whisper, i 
BO re concerned in extracting a promise of secrecy from this 
ithan m stating what he knew, tut will probably "stand up" on the 


;jjisa stand, if occasion ever demands, 
Silt on the witness stand. 
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■ , < 0 . C. 

®r= £= =r r=s:s 

fcjipt Of «» following latter ._. W 

19 SS, initial*! WWG:EI- \’ ; 4 5 

»oelved no report. ^ . - ■•' -, 1 

feii^ivi thia mtter immediate attention. £> 3 ^ 

Ip^V*' +4 „tion »&s begun by Ag«Bt Wrigh 5 ^,. „ .;^'l 

%>« instigation *as This report «aa )**- 

• %*r* ., c+v, under the above title* 

£ ^'"v .» - — “ — *~ "" 1 ”* “ t °” 

*4 * mailed on April o™ °- u . \ t 

^ th. »ireotor-B letter . ^ugation daring * 

^^t *rl«tt haa opntinned the abo ^ 

Skl^rU Mb to 14 th. _ - 


juvestigation open. 
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